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World Pulses Day Celebration

On the occasion of World Pulses Day, ICAR-National Research Centre for Integrated Pest
Management, New Delhi celebrated 4™ World Pulses Day on 10" February, 2022 (on virtual mode). A
National webinar entitled “Pulse Production Constraints in India and Their Management” was
organised where Dr. C. Bharadwaj, Principal Scientist, Division of Genetics, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi
delivered a talk on the above topic. Audience from various backgrounds like Scientists, Research Scholars,
Students, Heads & SMS of KVKs, farmers, Academicians and executives, etc. participated in the webinar.
Around 115 farmers joined virtually from various KVK centres and 77 audiences from science and
academic background listened to the speaker.

The Webinar started with welcome address delivered by Dr. Mukesh Sehgal, Principal Scientist,
Convener of the webinar following Dr. Subhash Chander, Director, [CAR-NCIPM, New Delhi, presented
the opening remarks where he quoted that besides having dietary and soil fertility importance, pulses are
excellent component of IPM practices because of their ability to act as a reservoirs for conserving natural
enemies. Dr. C. Bharadwaj during his talk stressed upon various aspects like area, production and
productivity statistics of pulses in India, and reasons for enhancement of pulse production over the period
of time, efc. Future constraints in pulse production with special reference to varieties for climate resilient
agriculture, extension promotion of pulses as a component of cropping system, storage, and biotic and
abiotic stresses in pulses production, etc. were highlighted. Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) in pulses
cultivation i.e., adoption of Integrated Crop Management (ICM), Integrated Nutrient Management (INM)
and Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices were stressed upon. Various path-breaking ways for
doubling farmers’ income through pulses cultivation featured in the webinar. The speaker advised farmers
to use certified seeds, and practice seed treatment with fungicides, insecticides and microbials like
Rhizobium, Phosphorous solubilising bacteria, Trichoderma, etc. The farmers who had joined virtually
from various KVK centres interacted with and the queries were addressed by the speaker.

Dr. S.C. Dubey, ADG (PP&BS), ICAR, the Chief Guest of the programme appreciated the talk
delivered by the speaker. The views expressed by the speaker were also endorsed by the Chief Guest
regarding the constraints in pulses production and their possible remedial measures. In addition, Dr. Dubey
emphasized on enhancing vertical growth of pulses by adopting region specific varieties of pulses, biotic
and abiotic resistant varieties and early/short duration varieties for enhancing the overall pulses productivity
in the country. Dr. Raghavendra K.V., Scientist, [CAR-NCIPM and Co-ordinator delivered a formal vote
of thanks.
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