
National Webinar on Microbial Biological Control Agents 

  

ICAR -National Research Centre for Integrated Pest Management (NCIPM), New Delhi in active 

collaboration with ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Sepahijala, CAU (I), Tripura organized a one-day 

‘National Webinar (in virtual mode) on “Microbial Biological Control Agents: An Eco-Friendly Pest 

Management Approach for Sustainable Agriculture” on 29th June 2021 to create awareness among the 

scientists, researchers, extension workers, farmers, farm women, rural youth, entrepreneurs and others 

about the use of biocontrol agents platforms. 

The programme was organized under the guidance of Prof. Ratan Kumar Saha, Dean, College of 

Fisheries, Lembucherra, Tripura and supervision of Dr Shatabhisa Sarkar, Senior Scientist & Head of this 

KVK who welcomed the dignitaries, scientists, students, farmers, SHGs, entrepreneurs, rural youth, 

extension workers and other officials. More than, 200 participants registered and attended the programme 

and actively interacted with dignitaries/speakers. Prof Ratan Kumar Saha, Dean, College of Fisheries, 

Lembucherra, while giving a preamble speech highlighted various path-breaking ways for doubling of 

farmers’ income through eco-friendly pest management practices and advice for safe & rational use of 

synthetic pesticides. 

The programme was inaugurated by Dr Rashmi Aggarwal, Joint Director, Indian Agricultural Research 

Institute, Pusa, New Delhi who enlightened  the participants on different issues related to biological 

control agents, their field application etc. Dr J. Kumar, Former Vice-Chancellor, GBPU A&T, Pantnagar 

Uttarakhand, Esteemed Guest highlighted the Ecological perspective of microbial biological control 

agents for management of different pests and diseases etc.    

Dr. Subhash Chander, Director, ICAR-NCIPM, New Delhi, guest of Honour emphasized the importance 

of different biological control agents and challenges in the way of their use. Dr Mukesh Sehgal, Principal 

Scientist, ICAR-NCIPM, New Delhi gave an insight into the role of biological control agents and their 

scope of applications in farmers field; Dr Badal Bhattacharyya, Principal Scientist, Department of 

Entomology, Assam Agricultural University, Jorhat; Dr Mahesh Pathak, Professor, SCP, CPGS-AS, 

Central Agricultural University (I), Umiam; Dr Pranab Dutta, Associate Professor, SCP, CPGS-AS, 

Central Agricultural University (I), Umiam and Dr Utpal Dey, SMS (Plant Protection), KVK, Sepahijala 

shared their experiences and supported the idea of this tool of IPM and collectively they are of the  view 

that in the initial years, mass multiplication of biocontrol agents  must be done under the proper 

supervision of experts to ensure quality products. Dr Dey also in view different case studies implemented 

in different farmers’ fields of Sepahijala district. A Compendium entitled “Microbial Biological Control 

Agents: An Eco-Friendly Pest Management Approach for Sustainable Agriculture” by Sehgal 

Mukesh, Dey, Utpal etal. Was released during this National webinar for the benefit of participants. It is 

thus expected that from this webinar, rural farmers/farm women and others will have a better success rate 

of adoption of IPM in their field and they will find an alternative way for their livelihood during this 

COVID pandemic. 

Mr. Joy Kumar Dey, SMS (Agronomy), KVK, Sepahijala, Tripura placed the vote of thanks to 

all.  

  



 

 

 


