‘G Vt j r
ansif Kalan —a vl
lage in Nihal Singh
Wrla sefesil of Mogn
distric— [s enrning

recognition for its practice of
not burning stubbie for the
Past stx years. Union agricul
fure minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Thursday vis-
fted the village to mest farm
ers and hailed their efforts in
managing the erop residue
eficiently. The Union minis.
{€R In a conversation with
TOI's Nerl Ramal, shared
hris vieis on free-trode agree
ments, farmers’ income,
stalleed MSP falks, and the
rising challenge of srubbie
urmning

Alot Is being talked about

The central govt is seri-
ous ahout safeguand.
ing the interests of
the agriculture
and dairy sectors.
Even il trade
Agreements are
signed with oth- '
&r cotntries, oft
ficials fnvolved
In the

negotintions will ]:r_'.nrlrls-t'-
farmers’ nterests, Since u;;'
riculture playea cruelal mole
in Indin's econaiy, protect
ing this soctor remains high
on Indinn govt's agendn.

Are talks on for certain
agreemenis?

The govt holds discns-
sions with several countries
and blocs on various issues,
hut it wounld not be appropri
AP (D comment on I|'|I:'.']! at
this stage

Has the BIP's 2017 promise of
doubling farmers’ income by
2022 been achieved, when
farmers argue It still hasa't
materialised by late 20257
While many farmers have
=pon thelr incomes rise even
threefold, the average farm-
or's Income has douhled
over these years. Natural ca
lamities in certain regions
can temporarily affect earn-
irgs, bt overall, farmers
are now earning twice
&5 much as they did
befiare 2017.

When two morchas
were active in Punjab
over minimum support

) price (MSP) demand,
the ministeria

any chances of revhving

Some rotinds of talks fIJ'I}|_i
place in Chandigarh, hmm.;
i thiise Were suspendedaft F'Ll
fiarmers put ﬁ.‘rrﬂilt‘t‘.rh'lm oo
ditions, including non-in-
volvemant of state govi repre-
sprytatives in such alks. t-,m_:h
conditions should not belaid,
and there shoyld beno romm
for trust deflctt. We are ready
four talis anyvtime, withoutany
precond{tions,

mhaudimdh
ificant progress
fmmmm
while cases have risen
comsiderably in Madiya
Pradesh, which you
represent. What explains this
contrast?

Madhya Pradesh was ear-
ller more focused on soybean
and other crops, [t has shifted
to large-scale paddy cultiva-
tlon over the past 4-5 vears,
which has led to a rise in
stubhla biirning after the har-
vest. We are working on this
and trying to replicate the
Punjab model fo contain
farm fires in the state and
alspwhere,

Punjab farmers have long
been demanding financial

It Is not meraly a matier
of financial assistance,
Prali’ (stubble) is a ‘vardan’

(a blessing). What is needed

mare than a cash incentive

is awareness, because

stubble is beneficial for

| farmers in many ways,
— They can earn from |t

by
putting it to I
G b e 0 optimun
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Ransth Kalan (Moga): Un

jon agriculture minister
Shivra) Choithan on Thurs-
day reached asmall village in
Punjab’s Moga district to cel-
ebrate and observe a village
that has inspired & quiet
revolutlon across the state —
of farmers turning away
from stubble burning and
embracing greener ways to
handle paddy straw,

While hundreds of vil-
lges noross Punjab are wit-
nessing zero stubble burn-
ing now, Ransih Kalan vil-
lage achieved the feat over
s1% vears ago, not recording
a single case during this
time. Enthused by it, Chou-
han spent nearly three
hours in the village, minute
Iy understanding how Pun-
jub, through such villages,
has suceeeded in achieving
the uphill task of consider-
bly reducing stubble burn
ing:

The border state was
blamed for years for worsen-
Ing air quality in National
Capital Region (NCR), espe-
cially Delhi,

When a matchstick,
Which cost only one rupee,
was the biggest companion
of farmers after paddy har-
vesting, the village started
mulching crop residue by

i
chaparsannates

- Li

iculture minis
@ of Moga on 1

dents to look towards anvi-
ronment and by providing
cash incentives on [is own
without looking towards the
central or state povis for fi-
nancial assistance.

While visiting fields in
villages where stubble was
managed while sowing
whoat, Chouhan sajd, “This
village has set an example
for all of Punjab and the na-
tion to learn how to take care
of environment, not only by
contnining stubble burning
bt ilso by conserving water
and getting optimum use af
wastewnter. There are lots of
losses from stubble burning,
which this village tried to
showcase when stubble
hurning is being reported
even from various states "

“From Ransih Kalan, |
learned how farmers, by
managing erop residue, are
presorving soil health by
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Shivraj Singh Chouhan at
Thursday

considerably reducing the

use of diammonium phos-

phate (DAP), urea, and chem-

ical fertilisers, thus also sav-

Ing the input cost of crop
production. By dolng so, they

are notonly earning more per
acre, but arealso saving envi.
ronment from getting degrad-
ed,” said Chouhan, accompa-
nled by Punjab BJP president
Sunil Jakhar, Indian Couneil
of Agricultural Research di.
rector-general M L, Jat, and
Ransih Kalan sarpanch
Preatinder Pal Singh, who is
the hrain behind the transfor
mation of sustainable agri-
cultural practices and water
conservition,

Chouhan called Ransih
I{alaq a pathshala (school) of
learning sustainaple agricul-
tural practices and suggested
taking It to varioys villages
ACross the length and breadth
of the country,

U of farmers about doing away
price (MSP) regime, said MSP on

continue, but it will now also be

itises farmers in trade deal talks’
0 YIS, ZE10 farm fires: Shivraj lauds Ransih Kalan

‘NOT DOING AWAY WITH MSp’
nion agriculture minister Sﬁw:iﬂ mn;;!mmrz ::!m fears
wheat and paddy will

provided on pulses and ollsseds

while stressing the need for sawing pulses and allseeds
contribute to saving foreign exchange being spent un]n:mu_

Village’s model to
be presented

houhan said two

bralnstorming sesslons
will be held on Dec 22 and 23
to find out how to make
agriculture beneficial, where
the Ransih Kalan model will
be presented, and sarpanch
Preetinder Pal Singh will be
invited. Anather sesston will
be devoted to rural
development to find ways to
support rural areas,

Shivraj meets top
contributors

arpanch Preetinder Fal

Singh Introduced the
minister to farmer Gopal
Singh, who has been
managing crop residue for
y2ars on his seven acres, g
2 couple of farmers who have
left paddy tor mustard. The
sarpanch sald every farmerin
the villags had contributed
immensely to turning Ransih
Kalan into a model village.

WHY THIS HAMLET STANDS OUT

ERansih Kalan promotes
| direct seeding of rice,
provides free maize seeds,
and encourages farmers to
adopt the crop
EThe village has tumed
plastic-free, and has its
own water-treatment plant
and two lakes

EThe village pays
residents if any member
was inta any kind

of drugs and later quit
the habit

EVillage also pays from
Its own packet to inculcatt
reading habits at the vi

lage library

Jakhar seeks funds for PAU

uinjab BIP president Sunil Jakhar stress
p research and development (RS
problems farmers face in adopting 5

VATIDLS Con
certaln varkehies
He demanded more

10NS Bruping ov

Unlversity (PAU) for RED. Chouhan promise
asked the ICAR DG to prepare a plan for it




